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Rahula. To Buddha the whole world had be-
come his household. Yashodhara was to him a
woman like any other woman, worthy of consi-
deration and respect. Rahula was a son worthy
of love like all children. The teacher often
described his attitude by the words: "I freed
myself from home, but tied myself to the world."
He did not keep away from his wife and
son for fear that he might become bound to
desire. " The man who is afraid of bondage and
keeps away is in bondage where he is/' he would
say. Once or twice, remembering the story that
he had heard from Sariputra of his father and
wife and child, he had said: " If you think it
necessary, go to your village for some days. You
said your father was old. As you would show
consideration to any old man, you should show it
to the old man whose son you happen to be. Your
going might give him some pleasure. Go and
console him and return." Sariputra had replied :
" My father is a man of great wisdom. He is not a
person to grieve because I have come away. My
wife has all her life grown in a home of great
culture. She will have conducted herself as
becomes the mother of the household. I have no
anxiety of any sort." He had, besides, as the
days passed, developed the conviction that his
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